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M00M 
Developmental Disabilities Administration 

Maryland Department of Health 
 
 
Fiscal 2025 Deficiency 
 
Budget Amendments 
 
M00M01.02  Community Services 
 

Add the following language to the general fund appropriation:  
 
, provided that to reduce State-only funded services, the Developmental Disabilities 
Administration (DDA) shall require individuals receiving State-only funded services to apply for 
a DDA-operated Medicaid waiver and DDA shall continue to provide State-only funded services 
for individuals who currently receive State-only funded services and are waiting for an eligibility 
determination and for individuals found ineligible for DDA-operated Medicaid waivers.  
 
Explanation:  The fiscal 2025 working appropriation, including deficiency appropriations in the 
fiscal 2026 budget as introduced, contain general fund reductions to account for the 
implementation of various cost containment actions. This language specifies that DDA will 
continue funding certain individuals with State funds only and specifies how DDA shall 
implement a cost containment action in fiscal 2025. 

 

Add the following language:  
 
Provided that the Developmental Disabilities Administration shall not eliminate the geographical 
differential rate paid for services in certain local jurisdictions in fiscal 2025.  
 
Explanation:  The fiscal 2025 working appropriation, including deficiency appropriations in the 
fiscal 2026 budget as introduced, contain general fund reductions to account for the 
implementation of various cost containment actions. This language specifies a cost containment 
action that the Developmental Disabilities Administration may not implement in fiscal 2025. 

 

Add the following language:  
 
Provided that the Developmental Disabilities Administration shall not eliminate the Low Intensity 
Support Services program in fiscal 2025.  
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Explanation:  The fiscal 2025 working appropriation, including deficiency appropriations in the 
fiscal 2026 budget as introduced, contain general fund reductions to account for the 
implementation of various cost containment actions. This language specifies a cost containment 
action that Developmental Disabilities Administration may not implement in fiscal 2025. 
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M00M 
Developmental Disabilities Administration 

Maryland Department of Health 
 
 
 
Section 20 Fiscal 2025 Legislative Adds 
 
SECTION 20. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That funds are added, and shall be available 
immediately upon this budget, to the fiscal 2025 working appropriation in the following manner: 
 
(1) $34,224,704 in general funds is added to the appropriation for program M00M01.02 

Community Services within the Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) within 
the Maryland Department of Health (MDH) for the purpose of restoring cost containment 
actions proposed for fiscal 2025 and shall be used as follows: 

 
(a) $18,267,595 for the purpose of maintaining reasonable and customary wages for 

self-directed services at the current level. Further provided that DDA shall not lower 
reasonable and customary wages for self-directed services during fiscal 2025 
compared to the wages in effect on November 21, 2024;  

 
(b) $13,600,000 for the purpose of fully funding dedicated support hours. Further 

provided that DDA shall not consider the availability of shared hours in a home 
when approving dedicated hours to support the medical, behavioral, or daytime 
residential support needs of an individual. MDH shall also restore any dedicated 
hours it removed from an individual’s plan in fiscal 2025 that would have been in 
compliance with this policy; and 

 
(c) $2,357,109 for the purpose of fully funding the wage exception process for 

self-directed services. Further provided that DDA shall not eliminate the wage 
exception process for self-directed services in fiscal 2025.   

  
Funds not expended for these added purposes may not be transferred by budget amendment 
or otherwise to any other purpose and shall revert to the General Fund. 

 
Explanation:  This section outlines funds added to the fiscal 2025 appropriation. The fiscal 2025 
working appropriation, including deficiency appropriations in the fiscal 2026 budget as introduced, 
contains general fund reductions totaling $96,603,839 to account for the implementation of various 
cost containment actions. This action fully restores funding for certain cost containment actions 
and prohibits certain cost containment actions. 
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M00M 
Developmental Disabilities Administration 

Maryland Department of Health 
 
 
Budget Amendment 
 
M00M01.02  Community Services 
 
Add the following language:  
 
Further provided that to reduce State-only funded services, the Developmental Disabilities 
Administration (DDA) shall require individuals receiving State-only funded services to apply for 
a DDA-operated Medicaid waiver and DDA shall continue to provide State-only funded services 
for individuals who currently receive State-only funded services and are waiting for an eligibility 
determination and for individuals found ineligible for a DDA-operated Medicaid waiver. 
 
Further provided that DDA shall not establish a policy that would require youth transitioning into 
services from high school to enter in the traditional model for their first year of services. 
 
Explanation:  The fiscal 2026 budget as introduced contains general fund reductions to account 
for the implementation of various cost containment actions. This language specifies that DDA 
will continue funding certain individuals with State funds only and specifies cost containment 
actions that DDA may not implement in fiscal 2026. 

 

 

15



M00M 
Developmental Disabilities Administration 

Maryland Department of Health 
 
 
Fiscal 2026 Legislative Additions 
 
$132,240,000 in general funds and $15,000,000 in special funds from the Community Services 
Trust Fund are added to the appropriation for program M00M01.02 Community Services within 
the Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) within the Maryland Department of Health 
for the purpose of restoring funds and modifying cost containment actions proposed for 
fiscal 2026. The funding shall be used as follows: 
 
(a) $51,850,000 for the purpose of restoring funds for dedicated support hours. Further 

provided that the hourly payment rate for dedicated hours for fiscal 2026 shall be set at 
86% of the fully loaded brick used to determine rates in fiscal 2026. DDA shall not consider 
the availability of shared hours in a home when approving dedicated hours to support the 
medical, behavioral, or daytime residential support needs of an individual; 

 
(b) $37,690,000 for the purpose of funding a geographical differential rate paid for services in 

local jurisdictions where a geographical differential rate was paid in fiscal 2025. Further 
provided that DDA shall set the geographical differential rate for each service to no more 
than 10% above the standard rates set for the rest of the State. DDA shall not eliminate the 
geographical differential rates of up to 10%; 

 
(c) $36,000,000 for the purpose of maintaining reasonable and customary wages for 

self-directed services at the current level. Further provided that DDA shall not lower 
reasonable and customary wages for self-directed services in fiscal 2026 compared to the 
wages in effect on November 21, 2024; 

 
(d) $12,700,000 for the purpose of allowing wage exceptions for self-directed services that do 

not exceed 15% above the reasonable and customary wages for the standard maximum 
wage and 10% above the standard maximum wage for the geographical differential 
maximum wage; 

 
(e) $7,000,000 for the purpose of removing the day-to-day administrator category of services 

from Individual and Family Directed Goods and Services and placing this category on a 
separate service line; and 

 
(f) $2,000,000 for the Low Intensity Supports Services (LISS) program. Further provided that 

DDA shall establish a cap of $500 per LISS participant per fiscal year. 
 
Funds not expended for these added purposes may not be transferred by budget amendment or 
otherwise to any other purpose and shall revert to the General Fund or be canceled; 
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